
1990 Bears’ Football Team Becomes One Of Four

Ashley Stopped One Game 
Short Of Silverdome Dream

This year, for the first time 
ever, the Bears aspired to the 
state football playoffs. At the 
beginning of the season, Coach  
Sherm Hendricks had two goals 
in mind: to have a regular sea
son record of 7 -2  and to make 
playoffs. Although these goals 
weren't out of reach, who would 
have expected the Bears to roll 
over two teams in their first 
ever p o s t -s e a so n  p lay ?  The  
school and com m unity showed 
a strong sense of support and 
pride. Cory Gavenda stated that 
the best part about playoffs was 
seeing all the people in the 
stan d s. O f the a f te r -se a s o n  
games played, Coach Hendricks  
most enjoyed the shutdown of 
Britton-M acon's passing game  
and an awesome ground offen
sive that charged 300 yards to 
win the regional championship.

After each winning game, the 
Bears knew they would be up 
again st to u gh er co m p etitio n  
and Coach Hendricks had to re
organize his troops into a stron
ger team each week; they knew  
that any mistakes could cost 
them a well-deserved victory. 
Over the three weeks of after
season practice, reporters and 
television crews became a fa
miliar sight and often led to in
terrupted practices.

On Saturday, November 17, 
the Bears boarded a charter bus 
as o n lo o k e rs  w aved A sh le y  
paraphernalia and wore "Just  
Do It" sweatshirts. The Bears 
were on their way to a game 
that will be forever engraved in 
their hearts and minds.

A t S to ck b rid g e  the Bears  
trotted onto the field feeling ea
ger, excited, and scared, as but
terflies danced in their stom 
achs. Ashley elected to receive 
but was abruptly halted by the 
Tigers' domineering defense. 
By the end of the quarter the 
Bears were down by six and at 
halftime they were down by 12. 
At halftime Coaches Hendricks 
and Andersen revised the strat
egy and the Bears were ready to 
take control of the second half. 
Shortly after Ashley kicked the 
pigskin, Lawrence had scored 
another touchdown on an elev
en play drive. Lawrence gained 
more momentum as they scored 
three TD 's in the third quarter. 
The Bears didn't let up, and Ke
vin Klatt scored a nineteen yard 
run with 10:03 left on the clock 
in the fourth quarter, making  
the score 30-6. Lawrence then 
took the kickoff to its own for
ty -f iv e  y a rd  line and th en  
rushed the final thirty yards for 
another touchdown and threw  
in a two point conversion.

As the com munity gathered 
around the defeated team, an 
em otio nal C oach  H en d rick s  
stated, "I don't want you play
ers walking off this field with 
your heads down because you 
have nothing to be ashamed of. 
You have made the school and 
com m unity proud. You've done 
good."

Although the dome hopes 
were shattered, the Bears played 
with dignity, pride, and excel
lent sportsmanship that earned 
them the first Ashley regional 
title.

P L O W IN G  T H R O U G H  P U R 
PLE A N D  G R A Y , J im  D ru m 
m ond b rea k s ta ck les  p u t o n  b y  
L a w r e n c e  d e f e n d e r s .  J im  
rushed  for 93 yard s over the 
seaso n  and averaged 4 .2  yard s 
per carry .

'R ID E  T H E  H O R S E / ' M r. 
H e n d rick s te lls  q u arterb ack  
C o ry  G avend a. C o ry  handed 
th e  b all to  P olash  tw en ty-tw o  
tim es ag a in st P o n tiac  O a k la n d  
C a th o lic  for a h e a lth y  199 
yards.

S L A M M IN G  A  T IG E R  T O  
T H E  G R O U N D , K u rt D e n s
m ore tak es dow n a Law rence 
ru n n in g  back . K u rt ended the 
season  w ith  15 so lo s and 53 
ass is ts .

Football Playoffs 67


